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From Worship to building the Family Altar

Memorization Verse: “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

A) The significance and meaning of the family altar
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The definition of the “Family Altar” is the regular periodic act of worship towards God by the
entire household, such that truth and grace embodies the fellowship, where prayers and
supplications are offered in one accord, that the Lord would have the first place in the family,
and that the entire family will mature together in the grace and presence of the Lord.

The very first altar mentioned in Scripture was erected by Noah and his family as they exit the
ark to make sacrifices to God

= “So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. Every
animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to
their families, went out of the ark. Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of
every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.”(Gen
8:18-20)

Without a healthy church there are no healthy families; conversely, without healthy families
there is no healthy church. If we desire healthy families, we must start with family altars

A family without an altar is centered on individuality and the temporality of this life, it has lost the
value and the purpose as to why God establish the family unit, but more importantly it will miss
out on the presence and the blessings of God

B) The foundation of the family altar: Worship

“Any form of ministry must be the “by product” of genuine spiritual worship, and not an
altarnative.” — Warren W. Wiersbe
If the family altar is not built upon a genuine worship of God, it cannot be counted as a family
altar.

= God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)

“Everyman a priest, an altar in every family” — author unknown

C) Building the family altar
a. Attitude: Value and desire, and more importantly care about God’s presence (Matt 18:19-20)
b. Format: The whole family together/husband and wife/father and sons/mother and daughters
c. Content: Singing/Praying/Reading Scripture (out loud, prayerfully, memorize,
...)[fellowship/intercession ...
d. Time: Set time/moderate length/convenient for everyone/perseverance

e. Others
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